
Cultural & Economic Sub-Committee

Date:  3rd September 2018

Title:  Business Networking 3yr Report 
 

Purpose of the Report: To present the 3yr evaluation report and 
consider recommendations 

Contact Officer: Vivien Cannon, Head of Economic 
Development

Financial √ Within existing budget
Human Resources √ To allow internal team to plan 

workloads
Operational/Service 
delivery

√ To deliver the Business 
Network Event in future years

1. RECOMMENDATION/S

Should members be minded, the proposals are:

1.1 To note the report and its findings over the previous three years. 

1.2 To endorse the 3 year plan for the event thus maintaining its current level 
of funding, £2000, (101/ 4510) and sponsorship model. 

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 At its meeting on 06/09/18, Leighton-Linslade Partnership Committee agreed
to transfer the 2018/19 budget allocation (£3,000) for the delivery of the 
Business Networking Event and business development to the Town Council for 
on-going delivery via the Cultural and Economic Services Committee 
(Ref.225/LLP).

2.1 Leighton-Linslade Town Council in association with interested parties (Bee 
Local, HASCAT Safety, LB Connect, Central Bedfordshire Council & Federation 
of Small Businesses) has organised and hosted the annual Business Network 
Event annually since 2013, with an endorsed 3yr plan in 2016 to cover the event 
until 2018. 

2.2 Interest in the event has continued annually and feedback gained from the 
event states that it is a good event for the town and the majority of attendees 



 
would attend a similar event again in the future. A full 3yr feedback report is 
attached at Appendix A. 

3      CONSIDERATIONS

3.1 A renewed plan for the coming three years (2019 – 2021) is attached to this 
report at Appendix B, which will ensure the longevity of the event over the 
coming years. 

3.2 By adopting the 3-year delivery plan, it will assist in ensuring the Council is well 
placed to continue its support for local businesses and offer those who may not 
belong to a formal networking group, the opportunity to meet with other 
businesses and individuals. 

3.3 Out of the £3000 budget transferred to the Committee, it is proposed that  £2000 
of this is allocated per calendar year to the event. Existing and new delivery 
partners will be encouraged to continue their sponsorship of the event offsetting 
some of the costs borne. 

3.4 Our event delivery partners are in support of its continuance and, for example, 
FSB have informed us that they use the feedback to gain knowledge of what 
issues are impacting on local businesses. In turn this feed into their wider 
intelligence to inform training, guidance and lobbying activity.  

 
4      RECOMMENDATIONS

4.1 Officers recommend that the funding level continue for the coming three years 
with a target sponsorship amount per year to contribute towards the cost of 
hosting the event. (As set out in the draft 3yr plan.)

4.2 It is recommended that the working group continue to plan the event together 
with a lead from Leighton-Linslade Town Council. Planning should commence 
in January with an event date in late April. 

5      CONCLUSIONS

5.1 From the evaluation data presented, the event is clearly valued by local 
businesses. 

5.2 A three-year plan presents a commitment to the local business community, our 
delivery partners and guides the work of officers.

End


